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"The Torah and the Prophets taught us that the exile is the greatest evil that will befall us, that the lives we face will always be precarious, never having security while the enemies make names for themselves through us. We lived for hundreds of years in the exile, and we usually felt then that we were in fact in exile, we didn't intermingle with the Gentiles and we waited with yearning for the time when God would fulfill the rest of his prophecies regarding the future of our nation, meaning that he would return us to a state of rest and security in which we could fulfill the words of His Torah in our land... until we were blinded by the ideas of freedom and liberty that started to appear in Europe two hundred years ago; and, there, these ideas became a reality, and once the Jews were given civil and political rights equal to those of the local population, we forgot that we were in exile, we denied the exile, we saw our existence in exile as the proper condition of the Jew, we declared that we have no part in the ideas of a return to our homeland, we invented the interpretation that the words of the Torah and the Prophets regarding the return of the Jews are a nice metaphor or that it is a reference to "the Jerusalem of the heavens", to something ideal which will occur at the end of days. When we denied that the idea of the exile is a great evil, when we gave up on the idea of the return to Zion, which is one of the indispensable conditions for restoring the kingdom of God throughout the world, we effectively denied one of the fundamentals of Judaism. When we declared ourselves as Germans, Englishmen, Frenchmen, Italians or Americans who are Jewish, we, thereby, divested it of all its substance, and the difference between one, who declared himself as a member of a foreign nation who maintained his connection to the "religion" of Israel and one, who completed the deed and made himself equal to his countrymen by accepting their religion as well, was not significant." 

This denial of the fundamentals of Judaism was worthy, according to the Jewish world view, of a grave punishment, measure for measure... 

