Discussion Questions for Primo Levi's Survival in Auschwitz

http://www.umich.edu/~iinet/crees/outreach/Gunnoe.htm#discussion
1. What was Levi's background and how did he come to arrive in Auschwitz?
2. How were the Jews "processed" at Auschwitz? 
3. What were the living conditions like in the camp? 
4. What is the hierarchy of the camp? 
5. What other types of people are at this camp besides Jews?
6. What do the identification numbers tell the inmates?
7. How does Levi depict the other Jews in the story, especially those who are prominent in the camp system?

How do the drowned differ from the saved in Levi's assessment?

How does Levi describe the Germans? With what types of Germans does he come into contact?
8. What morals and ethics reigned in the camp conditions? 
9. Who were Levi's friends and what were his relationships with them like?
10. What role does Levi ascribe to divine providence in his understanding of what happened at Auschwitz? (see especially pp.130, 158)
11. How do the various members of the Buna community receive the news of the advance of the Soviet army?
12. How does Levi survive the ordeal? What is your impression of Levi as a person after reading this book? 
